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Part onePart one

About the love of God and humankindAbout the love of God and humankind
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Who interprets?Who interprets?

receiver of love

donator of love

observer of love

reporter of love

listener of love stories

teller of love stories

actor

organizers

outsider

meaning giver

politician

staff

client

management

public administration

trustee

politician
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The levels of interpretationThe levels of interpretation

�� in eventsin events

�� experienceexperience

�� explanationexplanation



55

Part twoPart two

Theological questionsTheological questions
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Caritas needs theologianCaritas needs theologian

�� i.e.: i.e.: DeutscherDeutscher CaritasverbandCaritasverband -- creation creation 

of the department for theological and pure of the department for theological and pure 

research at association levelresearch at association level
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Caritas needs theologianCaritas needs theologian

�� i.ei.e.: .: FondationFondation Rodhain Rodhain 
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Caritas needs theologianCaritas needs theologian

�� i.ei.e.: .: CorintiosCorintios 13 13 
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Caritas needs theologianCaritas needs theologian

�� i.e.: theological commission of Caritas i.e.: theological commission of Caritas 

InternationalisInternationalis
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Caritas needs ethicistsCaritas needs ethicists
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Caritas needs ethicistsCaritas needs ethicists
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Caritas needs ethicistsCaritas needs ethicists
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Caritas needs ethicistsCaritas needs ethicists

�� i.ei.e.: .: SecoursSecours Catholique Catholique �� Aid Aid 

effectivenesseffectiveness
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Caritas needs managersCaritas needs managers

…… who make theologian and ethicists who make theologian and ethicists 

available to the entire organization.available to the entire organization.

Carlo Bayer

Former Secretary general 

Caritas Internationalis

Gerhard Meier

Former Secretary general

Caritas Internationalis
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Caritas needs managersCaritas needs managers

Deus Caritas Deus Caritas estest is an encyclical of hope is an encyclical of hope 

for the ecclesiastical Caritas and for the for the ecclesiastical Caritas and for the 

church itself. The Pope wishes church itself. The Pope wishes „„ to call to call 

forth in the world renewed energy and forth in the world renewed energy and 

commitment in the human response to commitment in the human response to 

God's loveGod's love““ (DCE 1).(DCE 1).
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ConclusionsConclusions

Deus Caritas Deus Caritas estest addresses itself first to addresses itself first to 

the church and the believers. the church and the believers. 

It is about the church becoming Caritas in It is about the church becoming Caritas in 

order to fulfil its mission in the service of order to fulfil its mission in the service of 

love.love.
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ConclusionsConclusions

It is not about Caritas becoming more It is not about Caritas becoming more 

ecclesiastical.ecclesiastical.

Through its Through its ‘‘livedlived’’ charity, Caritas is a sign charity, Caritas is a sign 

of hope for many people, for the world and of hope for many people, for the world and 

for the church itself as Primordial for the church itself as Primordial 

Sacrament.Sacrament.
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Humanistic
Ethics

Marxist-
Socialist Ethics

Christian EthicsHuman Rights

Social Human 
Rights
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1. Unity

2. Openness to transcendence

3. Unique and unrepeatable

4. Respect

5. Freedom

6. Equal dignity

7. Social nature
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UnityUnity

UnityUnity
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Openness to transcendenceOpenness to transcendence

Openness to Openness to 

transcendencetranscendence
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Ernesto 
Cardenal * 

1925

Jean-Paul II           
* 1920   † 2005

Unique and unrepeatableUnique and unrepeatable

Unique and Unique and 

unrepeatableunrepeatable
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Nürnberg Trials

International Court of Justice - Den Haag

RespectRespect

RespectRespect
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Mother Theresa  

* 1910    † 1997

Abbé Pierre       

* 1912   † 2007

Lorenz Werthmann * 

1858   † 1921

FreedomFreedom

FreedomFreedom
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Declaration of 

Independence

4.7.1776

Declaration of the Rights 

of Man and Citizen

26.8.1789

Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights

10.12.1948

Equal dignityEqual dignity

Equal dignityEqual dignity
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Social natureSocial nature

Social natureSocial nature
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The roots of human rights are to be found 
in the dignity that belongs to each human 
being. This dignity, inherent in human life 
and equal in every person is perceived 
and understood first of all by reason.
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The natural foundation of rights appears 
all the more solid when, in
light of the supernatural, it is considered 
that human dignity, after having been 
given by God and having been profoundly 
wounded by sin, was taken on and 
redeemed by Jesus Christ in his 
incarnation, death and resurrection.
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The ultimate source of human rights is not 
found in the mere will of human beings, in 
the reality of the State, in public powers, 
but in man himself and in God his Creator. 
These rights are “universal, inviolable, 
inalienable”. 
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Universal because they are present in all 
human beings, without exception of time, 
place or subject. Inviolable insofar as they 
„stem from the inherent dignity and worth 
of the human person” and because „it 
would be vain to proclaim rights, if at the 
same time everything were not done to 
ensure the duty of respecting them by all 
people, everywhere, and for all people.”
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Inalienable insofar as Inalienable insofar as „„ no one can no one can 

legitimately deprive another person, legitimately deprive another person, 

whoever they may be, of these rights, whoever they may be, of these rights, 

since this would do violence to their since this would do violence to their 

naturenature““..
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Incarnation as a paradigm of a Incarnation as a paradigm of a 

Christian inspired view of Christian inspired view of 

humankindhumankind



Steven Covey: in: “First Things First"
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